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FYI
Gratitude is the theme of this May edition of Presidential FYI.  We began the spring semester 
with the snowstorm of the century in January and ended that same semester with the tor-
nado of the century.  But God has been faithful! Oakwood University was protected by the 
grace of God.  Please enjoy the pictures and the stories of all the work that goes on every day 
at a place called Oakwood. —Leslie N. Pollard

OAKWOOD FACES DIRE WEATHER EMERGENCY
On the afternoon of April 27, 2011, Oakwood 
University and the Madison-Huntsville, 
Alabama, community came face-to-face with 
one of the worst weather-related disasters 
since such record-keeping began. The larg-
est tornado outbreak in United States his-
tory swept the Southern, Midwestern, and 
Northeastern United States from April 25 
to 28, 2011, leaving catastrophic destruction 
in its wake. At least 340 people were killed,   
249 of whom were residents of Alabama.  
 In Oakwood’s local community, suburbs 

of Huntsville-Madison were devastated while the two cities were largely spared. The Oak-
wood campus was spared major destruction, except for a large tree that split almost in half. 
We thank God for His mercy as the storm arose during the week between Alumni Weekend 
and final exams. However, the tornados wrecked the overhead power lines from the TVA 
and the entire Huntsville-Madison community was without power for almost a week. At an 
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One of serveral tornados that hit Alabama in April.



 

emergency meeting the next day, administrators 
determined that they could not care for the stu-
dents on campus (power was finally restored a 
week later) and dismissed them to return home. 
Commencement was rescheduled for May 27 and 
28, 2011.
 As of the issuance of this newsletter, 
many people in Alabama and other states are 

without 
homes and 
have lost 
most of their 
belongings. 
Neighborhoods where homes once stood are flat-
tened piles of rubble. Our hearts go out to them and 
we solicit your prayers in their behalf.

NAPS BRINGS TORNADO RELIEF
NAPS, the National Association for the Preven-
tion of Starvation, a volunteer organization 
based on the OU campus, immediately joined 
thousands of volunteers fanning out into dev-
astated areas in the aftermath of the tornado 
destruction. Directed by Dr. Anthony Paul, chair 
of the OU Department of Biology and founder 
of the organization, NAPS is an organization 
that has allowed OU volunteers the opportu-
nity to bring help and comfort to hurting 
people in this country and in other coun-
tries of the world. Their influence was felt 
in New York City following the destruction of the World Trade Center Towers, where they 
first came to the attention of the national media. In the years since, they have been at the 

scene of national and international catas-
trophes such as Hurricane Katrina, and the 
earthquake in Haiti.
 These young people put on their work 
clothes and gloves and went into devas-
tated North Alabama neighborhoods to 
help clean up, wield chain saws, and bring 
comfort. At OU we are proud of NAPS and 
the hundreds of young people who make 
this organization work.
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Dr. Pollard addresses student concerns.

Emergency management team, meeting on April 
29, 2011, discusses campus operations during 
tornado crisis.

Student NAPS volunteers hard at work in the Ander-
son Hills subdivision.

A scene of devastation less than 10 miles from OU.



OU FACULTY AND STAFF SERVE TORNADO VICTIMS 
Check out the Oakwood website for live action in-
terviews of faculty and staff members serving our 
Huntsville community.  These dedicated faculty 
and staff make our institution proud every day.  Go 
to www.
oakwood.
edu , click 
“State of 
the Cam-
pus Re-
port,” and 
then click 

on “Agape Day of Service” title.  Or go to YouTube and 
place “Agape Day Community Service Spring 2011” in 
the search box.

 

OAKWOOD UNIVERSITY CONSTITUENCY MEETS
Celebrating the theme “Triumph and Transitions,” 
175 delegates of the Oakwood University constitu-
ency met in the McKee Business and Technology 
Auditorium on April 8.  The Oakwood University 
constituency listened to reports of university 
activities for the years 2006 through 2011.  The 
delegates received reports from university of-
ficers, voted changes in bylaws, and elected the 
Oakwood University Board of Trustees that will 
serve until 2016.  Elder Ted Wilson and Elder Daniel 
Jackson served as chairs for the session.

  

SPRING COUNCIL COMES TO OAKWOOD UNIVERSITY
On April 8-10, the 300 members of the 
General Conference Executive Com-
mittee met on the Oakwood Univer-
sity campus.  Along with Vespers on 
Friday evening, the Sabbath service at 
the Oakwood University Church was a 
high point of the weekend.  Elder Ted 
Wilson, General Conference president, 
presented a sermon on “Righteous-
ness by Faith.”  The Aeolians sang 
a moving rendition of the 100-year-old 

3

Faculty and staff traveling to Adventist Commu-
nity Services Center.

Faculty and staff volunteers load bottled water to 
distribute.

Constituency members listen to reports.

Elder Wilson preaches in the OU 
Church. Dr. Pollard welcomes GC 

visitors to Oakwood.



hymn “It Pays to Serve Jesus.”  They were ably accompanied by the 
Oakwood University Orchestra.  You can enjoy the selection at www.
youtube.com/watch?v=x4Hju2zbFe0. The Hope Channel uplinked 
the entire session and broadcast the service around the world. The 
Huntsville Times also assembled a gallery of pictures at www.photos.
al.com/4462/gallery/dr_ted_wilson.

OU BOARD OF TRUSTEES HOLDS 
SPRING MEETING
On April 24-25, 2011, the Oakwood University Board met to receive 

reports and elect 
officers for the next 
quinquennium.  At 
the meeting, Dr. 
Leslie Pollard was 
elected president, 
Dr. Timothy Mc-
Donald was elected 
provost, and Ms. 

Sabrina Cotton was 
elected vice presi-

dent for Finance.  A highlight of the meeting was a pre-
liminary presentation on the new spiritual life research 
study called LifeCore.  To date, 854 students have 
completed the study, and the data is now being ana-
lyzed.  Dr. Prudence Pollard, assistant vice president for 
Faculty Development, Leadership, and Quality, made 
the board presentation.  Board members expressed 
passionate appreciation on both the quality and empha-
sis of the study.  Board members were especially appre-
ciative of the fact that the project involved students at 
every level of the study.

OAKWOOD BOARD MEMBER RECEIVES AWARD
Dr. David R. Williams, Oakwood University Board member, is winner of the 2011 Leo G. Reed-
er Award. The Reeder Award is given each year to a deserving sociologist who has had an 
outstanding and distinguished career in medical sociology. It is one of the most prestigious 
awards given to a medical sociologist who has made important contributions to scholarship, 
teaching, mentorship, professional and community service. Williams is the Florence and 
Laura Norman Professor of Public Health at the Harvard School of Public Health and Profes-
sor of African and African-American Studies and of Sociology at Harvard University. 
 His first six years in academia were at Yale University, where he was an assistant to 
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Elder Juan Prestol speaks 
while Dr. Baker, former 
OU prersident, waits his 
turn at the mike.

The OU Board members listen to reports. Dr. Pollard shares a humorous moment 
with Elder Robert Lemon, GC treasurer.

Board members review documents.



associate professor of Sociology and an assistant to associ-
ate professor of Public Health, Yale School of Medicine. The 
next 14 years were at the University of Michigan, where he 
was the Harold Cruse Collegiate Professor of Sociology, a 
senior research scientist at the Institute of Social Research, 
and a professor of Epidemiology in the School of Public 
Health. Since entering academia, he has accumulated a 
record of achievement that is truly exceptional. Williams 
has distinguished himself as a researcher who has received 
national and international recognition for his scholarship; an 
accomplished and award-winning teacher and mentor who 
has enhanced the lives of undergraduate and graduate stu-
dents, not only at the institutions at which he has worked, 
but across the nation; and an engaged scholar who has 
worked tirelessly in the community and for the  discipline 
and profession of sociology. 

 Williams is the author of more than 200 scholarly papers in 
scientific journals and edited collections, and his research 

has appeared in leading journals in sociology, psychology, medicine, public health and 
epidemiology. He has served on the editorial board of 11 scientific journals, including the 
American Sociological Review, Ethnicity and Disease, Social Problems, Ethnicity and Health, 
Milbank Quarterly, and Social Psychology Quarterly.  According to ISI Essential Science Indi-
cators, Williams was one of the Top 10 Most Cited Researchers in the Social Sciences during 
the decade 1995 to 2005. The Journal of Black Issues in Higher Education ranked him as the 
Most Cited Black Scholar in the Social Sciences in 2008.
 Williams’ article with Chiquita Collins in the Annual Review of Sociology published in 
1995 (21:349-386), “US Socioeconomic and Racial Differences in Health: Patterns and Expla-
nations,” was one of the most cited in Annual Review of Sociology during a ten-year span. 
He has been invited to keynote scientific conferences in Europe, Africa, Australia, South 
America, and across the United States.

A GRATEFUL OAKWOOD GRADUATE
 
Members of the Presidential Scholarship Fund, I sincerely thank you from the bottom of my 
heart for your generous contributions. The love and kindness that you 
have shown towards me has opened my eyes to how mighty our God 
truly is. This scholarship will be very helpful to me in continuing my 
education and in helping me change my life and achieve my dreams. 
As I continue my education after Oakwood, I ask you to keep me in 
your prayers so that my success can one day bless others as you have 
blessed me. Thank you once again.  (Kassandra Anglin is from Canada. 
She graduates this May 2011.)

5

Kassandra Anglin

Dr. David Williams, of Harvard 
University, is a member of the 
OU Board of Trustees.



AN OLD-FASHIONED LETTER* FOR GREAT CUSTOMER CARE 
(*hand-written by Mrs. Yvonne Hunt Spencer)
 
My dear President Leslie Pollard, greetings in the holy name of Jesus. First  let me congratulate you on 
this awesome responsibility you have undertaken on becoming president of the Oakwood University faculty and 
student body. I know it will not be an easy feat, but with God on your side, you will be able to undertake 
great exploits for Him. 
 I make no apologies for writing you an old fashioned letter in my handwriting. Maybe you’ve had the 
pleasure of meeting my daughter Danielle Spencer, who is graduating on May 6 and 7 of this year [resched-
uled to May 27, 28, because of the tornados], and my son Gabriele Spencer, who is a freshman this year. 
I’ve been praying for you this year. I’ve been praying for you and your staff. I just wanted you to know that 
among the teachers, staff and deans, my children have been blessed by the family of God while away from the 
confines of their home. Mrs. Pamela Alleyne in the Finance Department has always protected our credit and 
debit cards; her understanding far from home when the various agencies did not post the funds on time. She 
always acted in the best interest of the school and home.
 Ms. Edith Pruitt was very helpful when my son was working out his application deadlines in making us aware 
of any useful material and helps in the areas (UNCF) for Black and Hispanic males. Mrs. Janet Poles has called 
after hours and on Sundays , faxing information needed for the possible good of my children’s deadline; causing us not 
to miss out on anything. I couldn’t have done it without this team that worked behind the scenes to ensure the 
financial health of home and school. Indeed, “it takes more than a village.” It takes everyone working together 
to serve the Lord. 
 I am writing this letter from my dialysis chair. I’m in treatment three days a week, but God has 
always been kind to me. I try to be a source of encouragement to others; it is a good thing. Telling others 
about God, His promises, love and His sacrifice takes the focus off me and I realize that in all things we need 
to give thanks.
 God has a special work for you to do. Tell Him every morning what your plans are. Ask Him to work it out ac-
cording to His will. Allow Him to lead you and together you will be victorious. May the God that rules the universe be 
ever at your side as you make decisions that will be for good to those around you as you uplift each other.
 Always your sister in Christ, Yvonne Hunt Spencer, class of 1972, first woman president of the USM.

 
OU LIBRARIAN APPLAUDED FOR OUTSTANDING 
SERVICE AND CHRIST-LIKE ATTITUDE 

Dear President Pollard and Dr. Anderson: I bid you greetings in 
Christ.  This is Barbara Newton and I am writing you to inform you 
that I think Mrs. Johnson has and is doing a wonderful work with 
and in the library!  She is just what we needed for such a time as 
now.  She is an inspiration as well as a mentor to the young people 
who come through the library, as well as to myself.  I have seen 
and experienced  her patience,  wisdom, Christ-likeness, wit, cre-
ativity, and knowledge, and I am so very proud of her.  I have lived 
here for over 20 years, so I have a good feel of the great work that 
Dr. Lewis did, but I can tell you that you all made a prayerful right 
choice in choosing Mrs. Johnson based upon the work she has and 
is doing.  I oftentimes tell her of the outstanding work that she is 

doing, but I just thought I would take the time to share my thoughts with you all as well.  I 
am an experienced artist of 36 years, with a masters degree in Fine Art/Education, and I am 
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Paulette Johnson is OU 
librarian.



excited and overjoyed of how she has led out in making the Oakwood Univerisity Library 
not only a place of learning, but a place of outstanding beauty.
 Sincerely, Barbara Newton. God’s greatest blessings upon you! 

OU COMPETES AT 2011 HONDA CHALLENGE
Every year since 1989, Oakwood Univer-
sity has participated in the Honda Campus 
All-Star Challenge, usually held in Orlando, 
Florida. This college bowl quiz tournament, 
sponsored by the Honda Corporation, 
includes 48 Historically Black Colleges and 
Universities (HBCUs) from around the coun-
try.  The 2011 OU team included:  Marcus 
Cooper (captain), Jamaal Pemberton, An-
toine Southern, and Nichelle Warren.   The 
team advanced to the final round, complet-
ing the match in second place to the 2011 team from Florida A&M University.
 This is not the first time Oakwood University has placed well—in 2008 and 2009, teams 
brought home the winning trophies, top recognition, and priceless experiences. In the years 
since these Oakwood teams have competed, Honda has awarded $210,000 to the university.
 Prior to coming to Florida each year, school teams spend months in preparation.  
This year each school had to participate in a community service project. The Oakwood and 
Alabama A&M teams decided jointly to work with the Boys and Girls Clubs in this area by 
reorganizing their library and facilitating a sleep-over for youngsters.  This cooperative Oak-
wood and A&M community service project won $1,000 for the Boys and Girls Club.
 In every year’s competition, Oakwood’s team has a primary goal and a secondary 
goal. The secondary goal is to win the tournament. The primary goal is to represent God 
in everything they do, win or lose. With that in mind, the OU team requested and received 
permission to have intensive sessions on Friday afternoons, without the usual rest periods, 
so they would not have to compete during the Sabbath hours. 
 The team’s only two losses were in the final round, and even then, Marcus Cooper, 
captain for the OU team, was the highest point earner in the competition.  Overall, Oak-
wood came in second to FAMU. For the Oakwood team, this is not a chance to grasp for 
prestige and honor—this is an opportunity for us to show the world who God is by our ac-
tions.—By Jamaal Pemberton.

MILLET ACTIVITY CENTER DEDICATED 
The dedication of the Garland J. Millet Activity Center took place on April 22, 2011.  Dr. 
Garland J. Millet’s high standards of excellence were constantly reflected in his roles as 
teacher, scholar, and administrator during his decades of service to Oakwood, spanning 
the 1930s to the 1990s. He served as the fifth president of Oakwood College from 1954 to 
1963. During his administration, several building projects were completed, including Peterson 
Hall, Ashby Auditorium, the original building for what is now the Market Square and Book 
Store, the Physical Plant building, and the Anna Knight Hall. 
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The OU team at the Honda competition.



Because of Dr. Millet’s aca-
demic rigor and responsible 
concern for Oakwood’s stu-
dents, Dr. Delbert W. Baker 
(OU president from 1996 to 
2010) was inspired to rename 
the newly renovated skating 
rink building in honor of Dr. 
Millet’s faithful support and 
servant leadership. The newly 
renovated facility (formerly 
the skating rink) will provide more space to serve the recreational needs of 
Oakwood University students (resurfaced skating floor, painting, game and 
lounge areas, ice cream parlor), in addition to meeting and event space.

OAKWOOD ALUMNA IN TRAINING 
Little Jennae Leslie, granddaughter of April Fortune, assistant 
director of the OU Office of Financial Resolutions, was moved 
by the sight of people’s belongings scattered among the de-
bris of their destroyed homes and the reports of many fami-
lies that have lost everything. She decided that she would 
do something to help, so she set up a table in the Blake Center 
breezeway and began collecting clothes and other items for chil-
dren affected by the recent disasters in Alabama.   Members of the 
Oakwood family responded positively to her appeal, and she was 
able to donate many items to families in need. President Pollard 

visited her table and expressed his support for her efforts.
 Her grandmother wrote: “President Pollard, again, I want 
to express my appreciation for you allowing my granddaugh-
ter, Jennae Leslie, the opportunity of fulfilling her dream of 
collecting clothes and other items for children affected by the 
recent disasters in Alabama.  . . .  It was especially exciting to 
her when you took the time out of your day to stop by and visit 
and take pictures with her.  Thank you again!” (Jannae was 
featured on CNN and HLN.)

OU PROFESSOR CONDUCTS REVIVAL
The Oakwood University Campus Revival for the Second Coming of Christ, facilitated by Isaac 
Olatunji, adjunct professor of religion and theology at Oakwood University, has attracted on a 
weekly basis hundreds of students teaching the three angels’ messages, righteousness by faith, 
and showing videos on the evils of the entertainment industry along with strategies toward 
making right choices when it comes to dating, courtship, and living the Christian life.  Over the 
past three school years, Oakwood University Campus Revival for the Second Coming of Christ 
has won over 50 students to Christ in baptism and many others in a renewed commitment to 
Christ and to the tenets of the Adventist faith.
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Dr. Pollard shakes Jannae’s hand.

Jannae at her booth collecting food 
and clothes for families.

Carol Byars, daughter of Dr. Millet, expresses ap-
preciation to Oakwood University.

Dr. Garland J. Millet


